Workshop participants and paper presentations
The workshop attracted over 40 participants from ten different countries in eastern and southern Africa, as well as participants from Australia, the UK, Belgium and Sweden. The first day focused on the opening activities, keynote and plenary presentations. Four keynote papers relating to issues of paleoclimate and paleoenvironment in central Africa were presented. The presentations stressed the value of Africa's archives, which range from marine to continental, and lowland to mountain summits, and span millennial to decadal and inter-annual scales. Issues of non-orbital abrupt changes that have dramatic societal effects, such as El Niño related drought and flood events, were also highlighted.
The Holocene environmental history of this region was discussed. Multi-proxy analyses of sedimentary records, together with historical and archeological data, reported significant changes in environmental conditions in the inter-lacustrine region of central Africa during this time. It was noted that population and land-use change was perfectly correlated, and that as the population continued to grow the arable land size became scarce. Human impact on shallow, fluctuating African lakes has exacerbated the situation. For example, pollution on Lake Victoria has resulted in low water quality as O 2 is depleted in the deeper waters.
The keynote session was followed by plenary presentations from scientific organizations (PAST, BIEA, START and WAYSAfrica), who presented brief program backgrounds. The first day was wrapped up with a session of 8 oral and 3 poster paper presentations that addressed paleoclimate and paleoenvironment of central Africa.
The second day focused on the history, archeology and paleontology of the great lakes region, with a total of 7 oral papers and 2 poster presentations. This session discussed issues pertaining to the evolution of anatomically modern humans in eastern Africa and the African continent at large, including the timing and formation of social complexity and technological transformations in the Great Lakes region.
Workshop synthesis and way forward
The workshop concluded with panel discussions on future research and the way forward. It was agreed that:
• Consultations, linkages and networking among EAQUA members and research institutions on EAQUA activities would be encouraged.
• EAQUA should be strengthened and maintained by making use of local institutional facilities to minimize expenses.
• An EAQUA secretariat and website should be set up for easy circulation of information amongst members and other partners (donors/researchers).
• EAQUA information should be posted on the PAGES and INQUA websites. • An interim committee will be set up to run EAQUA activities for the next two years before general election (Dr. Julius Lejju and Dr. Mohammed Umer were nominated as Chair and Vice Chair, respectively).
• EAQUA draft constitution will be rectified in the next meeting when membership has been realized. Workshop Reports
